OF NOTE 


Wetzel “Judge” 
Whitaker Dies 


Wetzel Orson 
(“Judge”) Whi- 
taker, the film 
director and 
producer cre- 
dited with 
establishing 
the motion pic- 
ture studio at 
BYU, died 
i Nov. 1, 1985, at 

Cottonwood 
a! Hospital in 
Murray, Utah. He was 77. 

Whitaker was born in Heber City, 
Utah, on Sept. 30, 1908, and spent his 
youth in Utah and Colorado. He 
attended the Chicago Institute of Art 
and later worked as art director of the 
St. Louis Times in St. Louis, Mo. 

In the 1930s he moved to Los 
Angeles to work in the animated car- 
toon industry and spent two years with 
Screen Gems, a subsidiary of Co- 
lumbia Studio. During a total of 16 
years, from 1932-33 and 1936-52, Whi- 
taker worked as an animator with Walt 
Disney Studios where he received 
screen credit on such films as “Alice in 
Wonderland,” “Peter Pan,” “Cin- 
derella” and numerous short subjects. 

In 1952 he took a leave of absence 
from Disney and moved to Heber Val- 
ley where he and his brothers de- 
veloped the Homestead resort. Dur- 
ing the same year BYU President 
Ernest L. Wilkinson invited Whitaker 
to come to BYU to establish the De- 


partment of Motion Picture Produc- 
tion. He was joined by his brother, the 
late Scott Whitaker, who became the 
studio's supervising story editor. 

He accepted the challenge to orga- 
nize a studio from scratch, and with a 
limited budget purchased some basic 
equipment and launched film produc- 
tion at BYU in 1953. 


Under his guidance as director and 
producer of the studio for 22 years, the 
studios made more than 150 educa- 
tional and religious films and many 
filmstrips for the LDS Church. His 
films included “Man's Search for 
Happiness,” “Windows of Heaven” 
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and “Johnny Lingo.” 
He retired from BYU in 1974. 
Among his honors was an honorary 
doctorate of fine arts from BYU in 
1971. He served on the board of direc- 
tors of the Central Utah Chapter of the 
American Red Cross for six years. 


He is survived by his wife Doris 
Youkstetter Whitaker of Provo; three 
sons and two daughters: William O. 
Whitaker, George E. Glen, R. 
Michael Whitaker, Joan Williamson 
and Carol Lloyd; 31 grandchildren and 
eight great-grandchildren. 


LDS filmmaker, ‘Judg ‘Judge’ Whitaker, dies at 77 


` PROVO — Wetzel Orson “Judge” ` 


Whitaker, 77, founder of the motion 
picture department at Brigham 
Young University, died Nov. 1, 1985, in 
a Salt Lake area hospital. 

Mr. Whitaker was director and pro- 


ducer'of BYU motion picture produc- 


tions from 1952 to 1974, making more 
than 100 ‚movies, mostly for “The 


Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day - 
= Earlier, he was an animator for 16' 


years for Walt Disney Studios in Los 
Angeles, where he developed the ani- 
mation for early Donald: Duck films 


an hon 


and later worked on “Alice in Wonder- 
land,” “Peter Pan” and “Cinderella.” 
He was co-developer with his brothers 


: of the Homestead Resort in Midway, 


Wasatch County. 


He received many honors, inclading 
doctorate of fine arts 
from BYU in 1971. He also served for 
six years on the American Red Cross 
board of directors. He was active in 


a a 


positions. 


Mr. Whitaker spent his caflf-yenrs y 


in Brigham City and Denver. He at- 
tended the Chicago Art Institute and 


later worked as a staff artist for the 
St. Louis Times. 


He was born Sept. 30, 1903, in Heber 
City to O.A. and Clara Fi 
Whitaker. He married Doris Youk- 
stetter on Jan. 14, 1931, in St. Louis. 
Their marriage later was solemnized 
in the Mesa, Ariz, Temple. She died 
Aug. 22, 1971. He married Louise Ec- 
cles Glen on May 18, 1973. 


He is survived by his wife of Provo; 
three sons and two daughters: William 
O. Whitaker, Bellevue, Wash.; George 
E. Glen Cameron, Calif; R. Michael 


Whitaker, Mrs. Gary Seix) William- 
son and Mrs. Robert (Carol) Lloyd, all 
grandchildren; 


pe er Oe 


great- ; four brothers: 
Berlin W. Whitaker, Orem; W. Ferrin 
Whitaker and Russel O.. Whitaker, 
both of Provo; John M. Whitaker, 
Stamford, Conn. n 


Funeral will be 11 a.m. Tuesday i in 
the Pleasant View 6th Ward chapel, 
2445 N. 650 East. Friends may call at 
Berg Mortuary: of Provo, 6-8 p.m. 
Monday or at the ward chapel one 
hour before the service. Burial will be 
in the Midway Cemetery. = 


Movie Studio 
“Creator Dies 


Wetzel Orson Whitaker, 77, director and 
Arona at the Brigham Young University 

lotion Picture Studio for 22 years and a 
former Wait Disney 
‚animator, died Friday, 
‘Nov. 1, 1985, at Cot- 
tonwood Hospital, 
‚Murray. 

He was born Sept. 
30, 1908, at Heber City 
to O.A. and Clara 
‚Fotheringham Whitak- 
er. He married Doris 
/Youkstetter Jan. 14, 
»1931, at St. Louis, Mo. 
‘The marriage was lat- 
¡er solemnized in the 
‘LDS Mesa Temple. 
She died Aug. 2, 1971. 
He married Louise 


Wetzel Whitaker 


Eccles Glen May 18, 1973, in the Salt Lake 
City Temple of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. 

, He spent his early years at Brigham City 
and at Denver, Colo. He attended the Chica- 
go Art Institute and later worked as a staff 
artist for the St. Louis Times. After moving 
to Los Angeles, Calif., he was with Walt 

Disney Studios as an animator for 16. years. 

} In 1952, he moved to Midway, where he 
participated in the development of the Home- 
‘stead with his brothers. Later that same 

year, he was invited by President E.L 

«Wilkinson to come to Brigham Young Univer- 

‘sity and establish the Department of Motion 

Picture Production. He served as director 
and producer for that department for 22 
years. During this time, more than 100 

movies were produced, a majority of which 

‚were for the LDS Church. 

ù He received many honors, including an 

honorary doctorate of fine arts from BYU in 

11971. He served for six years on the board of 
‘directors of the American Red Cross, Centr 
Utah Chapter. 

? He was active in the LDS Church, serving 
lin many capacities, including high councilor, 
Bishop and a member of the stake presidency 
l lifornia San Fernando Stake. 

à Survivors include his wife, of Provo; three 
«sons and two daughters: William O. Whitak- 
er, Bellevue, Wash.; George E. Glen, Camer- 
on Park, Calif.; and R. Michael Whitaker, 

Mrs. Gary (Joan) Williamson and Mrs. Rob- 
ert (Carol) Lloyd, all Orem: 31 grandchil- 
dren; eight great-grandchildren; and four 
brothers: Berlin W. Whitaker, Orem; W 
Ferrin Whitaker and Russel O. Whitaker, 
both Provo; and John M. Whitaker, Stam- 

ford, Conn 

, Services will be 11 a.m. Tuesday at the 
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‘11-year-old Michael Stevenson and Dr. George 
Lake City dentist, are the stars in an 
"Goblins," being filmed around Wasat 
-Appropriately, some of the scenes are being shot at t 
feed store east of The Heber Creeper, often haunted 

goblins during the Halloween season. ; 


Goblin Hangout | 
Set For "Goblins 
Moyie Product 


lla Bie ; 

The RET Vika Store, on/ expected twist. 
First South in Heber City, which Hardy said the 
has been used as a Halloween 
haunted house, is being used by an 
Italian movie company as one of 
the sets for a movie titled 
"Goblins". 

A Salt Lake City dentist has 
taken a few weeks off from his 
practice to star in the movie, play- 
ing the father of an American fam- 
ily, who trades homes with an Ital- 
ian family for their summer vaca- 
tions. But the Italian townspeople 
are half goblin, and vegetarians, 

who plot to turn the American 
family into vegetables for their 
culinary enjoyment. 

Dr. Geo 


